[Legend, art and medicine].
The study of the heredity of mandibular proganthism has curiously been initiated by a legend and by the examination of a Brussels tapestry. The hereditary condition of mandibular prognathism was recognized by the study of numerous iconographic documents concerning the Habsburger family. Charles V was the most representative of this anomaly of the lower jaw. Numerous members of the Spanish House and of the Austrian House were afflicted with mandibular prognathism. Family intermarriages promoted the multiplication of mandibular anomaly in those important families.